Steph Morris — Short biography

After studying fine art at Goldsmiths (BA) and Art History at Chelsea (MA),
Steph had a solo show in the 1990s, then shifted from visual art to writing
attending various creative writing courses, workshops and writers’ groups.

In the 2000s he moved to Berlin, learned German, began translating and
obtained the Diploma in Translation (2005). He has been a prolific translator of
non fiction for all arts subjects, especially Pina Bausch, has translated novels by
Martin Suter, and copious prose fiction extracts. His translation of Brigitte
Reimann’s diaries, It all tastes of farewell, was runner up in the Schlegel-Tieck
Prize and his translation of llse Aichinger’s poems, Squandered Advice, was well
reviewed. Other poetry translations can be read in MPT and on no-mans-
land.org.

Poetry became his main medium, and in 2017 he obtained an MA in Writing
poetry with the Poetry School / Newcastle University. His poetry continues to
be published in magazines such as Rialto, Under the Radar, Magma, The North,
Finished Creatures, and on inksweatandtears.co.uk. He was Poet in Residence
at Bonnington Square 2016, House of St Barnabas 2017 and Nomura 2018,
with the Poetry School’s Mixed Borders scheme. In 2019 he won the Live
Canon ‘Borough’ Prize, and was longlisted for the National Poetry Competition.
His first pamphlet, Please don’t trample us; we are trying to grow! was
published in 2020.

In 2021 he received an Arts Council England grant to develop his
visual/concrete poetry, seen in magazines such as Aswirl, Streetcake,
Mercurious. It led to a resurgence in his visual arts practice, including an
exhibition at the Parlour Gallery, part of Triangle LGBTQ+ Centre in Deptford,
in 2023.

He run has writing and art workshops for various organisations including
Poetry in Aldeburgh, Fair Acre Press and the National Maritime Museum in
Greenwich and runs a regular workshop for German translators at the Goethe
Institute, London. From 2022-24 he was Royal Literary Fund Fellow at
Greenwich University.



